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1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule Aibis. I (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen [PEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(b\ 
that written opinions of this international Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[>\l the international application in the language in which it was filed 

I I a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 

international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, tltis opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I" | a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
I I on paper 

I I in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| j contained in the international application as filed. 

| I filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3, 1 I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating diereto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 te.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims N23 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims ±23 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1^3 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 



Form PCT/IS A/237 (Box No. VI (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/US05/43756 


Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 



V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 

Claims 1-23 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Flaherty et al. (US 2003/0144910A 1 , hereinafter 
) in view of Jenkins et al. (US PAT: 6,264,104 Bl, hereinafter Jenkins), 

Regarding claims 1, 7, 14 and 21, Flaherty discloses a client terminal (fig. 4), comprising: storing, at the client terminal (fig. 4), 
PINs for plural prepaid services, receiving at a client terminal, request for a PIN associated with desired prepaid service, processor, a first 
interface disposed to receive a first request for a PIN associated with a first desired prepaid service and a second request for a PIN 
associated with a second desired prepaid service, memory (paragraph: 0094) operatively coupled to the processor, the memory including 
instructions of an application program executed by the processor and catching at least a first request for PIN associated with the first 
desired prepaid service, a dispensing mechanism through which is dispensed, under the control of application program, the first 
requested PIN in response to first request for a PIN, a server containing a processor and a memory coupled to a processor, and a database 
in communication with the server, the database containing: plurality of sets of PINs associated with corresponding plurality of prepaid 
services, and a set of records wherein each of the records include information identifying ones of die plurality of prepaid services for 
which one of the client terminals is disposed to store plural PINs, wherein processor executes instructions stored in the memory for 
sending to a first client terminal from which a PIN request corresponding to one of the plurality of prepaid services is received, at least 
one PIN associated with the plurality of prepaid services wherein the at least one PIN is sent substantially real time relative to receipt of 
PIN request (Paragraphs: 0013-0015; 0021; 0022-0025; 0126-0135; 0143; 0148-0L54). 

Flaherty differs from claimed invention in nol specifically teaching the following: a PIN request generated by the application 
program when application program determines that at least one PIN associated with the second desired service is not cached within the 
memory, wherein dispensing mechanism is further configured to dispense, under the control of application program and in substantially 
real time relative to the receipt of second request for PIN, a second requested for PIN associated with the second desired prepaid service 
wherein the second requested PIN is received through the second interface. 

However, Jenkins discloses vending device with remote electronic shopping facility which teaches the following: providing 
requested goods and services from local storage if it is locally available, otherwise obtaining requested goods and services from a remote 
host device (figs. 1-3. col. 6, line 24 - coi. 7, line 10). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to modify Flaherty's system to 
— pro v i de . £q l the fo l low i ng: a PfN rennest renerarprl hv (he appSicarion program when app licat ion program determines that ar least'onp. PIN 
Form PCT/ISA/237 (Supplemental Boxj {April 2005) 
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associated with the second desired service is not cached within the memory, wherein dispensing mechanism is further configured to 
dispense, under the control or application program and in substantially real time relative to the receipt of second request for PIN, a 
second requested for PIN associated with the second desired prepaid service wherein the second requested PIN is received through the 
second interface as this arrangement would facilitate to satisfy user requests for services by accessing remote server to obtain desired 
service i f request service/or goods is not locally available as taught by Jenkins. 

Regarding claims 2-6, S- 13,15-18, 19-29, 22-23, Flaherty further teaches the following: receiving, at a client terminal, a request 
for a PIN associated with an additional desired prepaid service corresponding to one of the plural prepaid services, sending, from the 
client terminal, another PIN request to the server when less than a predetermined number of PINs associated with the additional desired 
prepaid service are stored at the client terminal, and receiving, at the client terminal, an additional requested PIN associated with the 
additional desired prepaid service, receiving and storing, at the client terminal and in response to another PIN request, a set of PINs 
associated with the additional desired prepaid service, receiving at the client terminal (fig. 4) a request for a PIN associated with an 
additional desired service corresponding to one of the plural prepaid services, and dispensing, from the client terminal, at least one PIN 
associated with the additional desired service which is stored at the client termina! uploading the update record to the server during 
communication between the client terminal and the server, request for a PIN associated with a third desired prepaid service is received 
through the first interface, wherein the application program generates, when less than a plural number of PINs associated with the third 
desired prepaid service are cached within the memory, another PIN request for transmission to the server through the second interface, 
third requested PIN associated with the third desired service is received through the second interface, a fourth request for a PIN 
associated with the third desired prepaid service is received through the first interface and wherein at least one PIN associated with the 
third desired prepaid service is included within the set of PINs and dispensed by the dispensing mechanism under the control of the 
application program, update record corresponding to dispensing of the first requested PIN is generated by the application program, 
update record is, under the control of the application program, uploaded to the server during communication session between the client 
terminal and the server, server is configured to send multiple other PINs associated with the one of the prepaid services to the first of the 
client terminals in response to the PIN request, record includes an indication of a maximum number of PINs capable of being stored at 
one of the client terminals with respect to each of the plurality of prepaid service (implied by memory [imitations of each client terminal), 
server receives an update record from the first of the client terminals indicative of the dispensing of the at least one PIN from the first of 
the client terminals, plurality of prepaid services is defined by a SKU, each of the plural prepaid services is defined by a stock-keeping 
unit (SKU), receiving and storing, at the client terminal (fig. 4) and in response to the PIN request, a set of PINs associated with the 
desired prepaid service so as to maintain the predefined number of PINs associated with the desire pi paid ei ice at Ini di nil mm J 
(Paragraphs: 0013-0015; 0021; 0022-0025; 0126-0135; 0143; 0148-0154). 
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